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ABOUT THE CLUB

ABOUT SIYANE TOASTMASTERS CLUB

Siyane Toastmasters Club is affiliated to Toastmasters International. The club was
chartered on27th September 2010. Club number is 1553096 and it belongs to Area 2 of
Division F in District 82.

TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL MISSION
We empower individuals to become more effective communicators and leaders .

DISTRICT 82 MISSION
We build new clubs & support all clubs in achieving excellence.

CLUB MISSION

We provide a supportive and positive learning experience in which members are
empowered to develop communication and leadership skills, resulting in greater self-
confidence and personal growth.

TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL ENVISIONED FUTURE

To be first choice provider of dynamic high-value experimental communication and
leadership skills development.

For more information:

siyane.toastmasters.club@gmail.com

TM Sanduni Eriyagama (VPPR) - 0752447712
TM Chandima Gayan (President) - 0775037830

Meeting Location - MAKRO, Gampaha ( https:/g.co/kgs/DSZncV )
We meet every 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays from 2.30pm to 5.30pm

Article Submission:
publicrelations.siyanetmc@gmail.com

sandunieriyagama@gmail.com

2022/2023 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE EDITORIAL TEAM

CHIEF EDITORS
TM Sanduni Eriyagama
TM Ravindu Shehan

President
TM Chandima Gayan
Vice President Education

TM Apsara Ranasinghe OTHER EDITORS

Vice President Membership Tl E e e By
TM Roshini Perera TM Roshini Perera

Vice President Public Relations TM Shanika Ranasinghe
TM Sanduni Eriyagama TM Isuru Ehelepola
Secretary TM Chandima Gayan
TM Ishani Mirihagalla

Treasurer

T™M Gamunu Jayasundara
Sergeant -At-Arms

TM Himantha Tennakoon TOASTMASTERS Herece

Immediate Past President INTERNATIONAL 1924
TM Waruni Perera
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Message from
President

It is with immense pleasure that |
convey my heartiest congratulations
to the 1st edition of “Siyane Speaks”
Club Newsletter of the  Siyane
Toastmasters Club, for the year 2022
/2023 toastmasters’ year. Which has
already achieved a significant
milestone in our annual calendar of
the club. The primary objective of the
club newsletter is to disseminate club
happenings around the toastmaster
fraternity along with the view of
sharing the beauty of the
toastmasters’ world around the world.

This year Siyane Toastmasters club
has a theme of “Together We” where
we all geared up to create great
communicators and leaders with the
support of all the members of the
club through sharing and caring for
each other. The focus is not only to

develop communication and
leadership within the club but also to
support the potential effective

communicators and leaders who are
ready to blossom. As one of the
largest clubs based on the
membership base in District 82, we
wish to extend our expertise and
support for the development of the
members’ futuristic approach.

SIYANE SPEAKS

| believe this edition of Siyane Speaks
will be of topical interest to the
members and non-members who are
interested in toastmasters, enabling a
productive discourse about the
beauty of  Toastmasters. As a
toastmaster’s club which has already
achieved 100% pathways enrollment
and 8:80 award-winning club, we are
always geared up to achieve the
objective of creating leaders among
us by providing continuous
opportunities for the members of the
club.

| congratulate the organizing
committee for attracting a wide
range of articles from multiple
toastmasters within  the club and
outside the club to make this edition
another memorable edition to keep
up the tradition of designing novel
experience for the readers as always.

Thank You.

TM Chandima Gayan ACB, ALB
President
Siyane Toastmasters - 2022/2023
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TOGETHER WE EXCO

SIYANE SPEAKS

TM Chandima Gayan President

We always say Teamwork makes the Dream work. At the moment, as
the President of the Siyane Toastmasters Club, | am experiencing it.
We are continuously moving forward to provide the best experience
to the membership despite all the challenges we currently face. The
results are visible clearly in all aspects, and teamwork is the secret
behind success. Each club officer provides an exemplary
commitment towards the club's achievements along with the
support provided by the members. Having a team like this is always a
blessing for a president.

TM Apsara Ranasinghe Vice President Education

It's an honour to serve as the Vice President - Education of the
Siyane Toastmasters Club since it has been a wonderful & fruitful
journey for the past 06 months with multi-talented individuals
working hard towards club goals and individual goals simultaneously.
| want to highlight and appreciate the executive committee and club
members’ teamwork despite our daily challenges. We have
successfully conducted different kinds of meetings with the massive
support of our members. | am thrilled to work with this family
because we are a family other than a club.

TM Roshini Perera Vice President Membership

The member base is the heart of any club. Siyane Toastmasters Club is also blessed with a precious
member base that takes the club to the next level yearly. As the current Vice President Membership, |
am laden with the prime responsibility of maintaining the member base in all capacities. This year, unlike
any time in history, this role has come with a daunting challenge in addition to the responsibility. In a
time when the national economy has deteriorated, the stress it creates in society is reflected in the
activities related to membership drives. However, acting by the theme of this year's executive
committee - “Together We”, as a club, we could successfully jump the first hurdle of membership by
winning the 8-80 award for the first term of the Toastmasters year 2022/2023. At the end of the year's
first half, | find myself more confident and determined to face the next six months, and it was only
because of the unmatched support | received from my fellow executive officers and my friends at
Siyane Toastmasters. This role taught me to predict future challenges, methodical planning to tackle
them, and persuasive communication. Most of all, it taught me that some circumstances are out of our
hands and the power of acceptance and letting go.
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TM Sanduni Eriyagama Vice President Public Relations

| can still remember the call from TM Chandima a few months back asking whether | am okay
to be a part of the executive committee for this year. | was super excited to take part in it.
Therefore, | said yes to his request. But when it comes to public relations, | am totally blank in
that area. | had never done a post before, and my design knowledge was zero, but soon after
being appointed as the Vice President Public Relations, | started learning about it. | have
contacted several PR leads in toastmasters, watched several videos, joined some PR sessions,
and | saw an improvement in myself daily. Moreover, | got a talented subcommittee to work
with, and the support they have extended is countless. PR is a journey with so many
checkpoints, viewpoints, beautiful sceneries, memorable recaps, and adventurous tracks, and
we have to feel the maximum throughout this journey. Also, the Executive Committee and our
members are the strongest backbone of our SIYANE Family because they are the special set
of people who made this PR journey one of the everlasting journeys for me.

TM Ishani Mirihagalle Secretary

Becoming an exco member for the second time is one of my best decisions.
By becoming the secretary, | agreed to take the responsibility of keeping all
the records of the meetings and every special occasion. It's a challenging
task,actually. But with this team, nothing is impossible. This is the best team
anyone can ever have. Because everyone is there for each other when it's
needed. Everyone is there to help you, encourage you and take you towards
success. In the word of sense, this is a great team. So | wish to have an
amazing journey with them as we have had so far. And especially make more
memories while taking our club to higher and higher levels.

TM Gamunu Jayasundara Treasurer

Finance management is always challenging, especially when the country is
in a crisis. | do not have any finance management background. However,
with our excellent team, we were able to hold the Installation Ceremony and
the Club Contests in style, giving very little burden to our membership.

We look forward to having all our upcoming events in a remarkable way
without depleting our funds. We thank all the sponsors and supporters for
their kind contribution towards the growth of the Siyane Family. Also, |
thank our team members who support raising funds for our family
members' benefit.

TM Himantha Tennakoon Sergeant-at-Arms

It is a great honour to become the Sergeant-At-Arms at Siyane
Toastmasters Club for the toastmasters year 2022/2023. Being a part
of this great Executive Committee is truly a noteworthy point in my
Toastmasters journey. Being in the apparel industry working as a
Lean enterprise executive at Noyon Lanka, | know how hard it is to
plan everything for the utmost perfection. But, being on Siyane
Toastmasters Club Executive Committee, it is inspiring to see how
each member gets together to achieve the set goals. Let's continue
the excellent work done for days to come as well. Long Live, Siyane.

SIYANE SPEAKS
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Message from
Area Director

“Hi, Pubba. | need two articles from you
for the upcoming newsletter.”

“Two articles! | must give one to
Minuwangoda also.”

“Come on, Pubba! You can do it, friend.
You are from Siyane. Write something
and give it to me by 25th as | must
finalise the articles.”

It was not the end.

“Hey, Pubba...any update? Hope you are
into it, please.”

The above is a conversation between our
beloved Vice President - Public Relations
and me. Have you encountered a
situation where someone has pushed you
to do something? For me, there are many
such incidents, especially after joining
Toastmasters. Are you comfortable with
such persuasions?

After | served as the Sergeant-at-Arms of
the Executive Committee of DTM Ruwan
Jayasooriya, | thought | would have a
break. | opted to stay out of the following
Executive committee of DTM Nilantha
Bandara. | was comfortable with my
decision, and | was moving away a bit
from my Toastmasters commitments.
After some time, when | was on my way
to my office in Avissawella, | got a call
from DTM Nilantha. He was asking me to
take part in the Next Exco. | tried to make
some excuses, but Nilantha was not
ready to give it up. He kept using all the
leanings from his Toastmasters life and
tried to persuade me. After about thirty
minutes of discussion, he won.

That was how | joined the Exco of ™™
Eranga Dilhan as the Treasurer. Since
then, there was no escape until | became
the  Tth President of the Siyane
Toastmasters Club and currently hold the
position of the Area Director of Area F1.

SIYANE SPEAKS

If Nilantha did not push me at that
point, sometimes my Toastmaster career
would have been averaged, or | would
have totally quit by now.

You all would agree that there are
certain occasions when we need that
push from someone else to have a go. |
don’'t think that the Toastmasters would
not push you for anything wrong or to
get some undue advantage. The
ultimate benefit of the act would be on
you.

| have seen many good-hearted
Toastmasters trying to persuade others
to get on with this beautiful concept. It
can be to participate in a speech
contest, take up a leadership role, renew
your membership or try to convince you
to grab another opportunity. If you
recall, you will be able to come across
such incidents in your Toastmasters Life.

Let’'s be grateful to such beautiful souls
who are trying to push us for a worthy
cause to take us to a different level and
try to get the maximum out of it.

Thank you, madam VPPR for pushing
me.

TM Pubudu Ginige
Area Director
Area F1-2022/2023
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Message from
Division Director

Life teaches us invaluable lessons but
sometimes it's learned the hard way. We
are passing a period where even though
the learning is adverse, people gather
invaluable life experience. Since 2020, we
are experiencing new challenges.
Challenges different from another. Thus,
we get up every morning and realize,
even in the hardest situations, we survive.

As | believe, for many of us, the survival
was possible due to our ability to adjust
to the situation and the attitude of

thinking beyond the eminent storms.
However, Toastmasters have another
unique advantage, the unmatchable

camaraderie. The beauty of like-minded
people coming from a variety of
professions, age groups and ethnicities,
who are keen on emitting so much of
positive energy. In such a forum, even the
least energized member will regain all his
stamina to face any challenging situation.
The potential for learning and growth is
vast when everyone gathers in a spirit of
learning and enjoyment which is exactly
what the founder of our movement

Dr. Ralph C. Smedley had in mind when
he started this organization.

Even though, | am wearing a different hat
this year, | cannot help feeling proud
about my home club, Siyvane is a
collection of living testimonies of how
Toastmasters can transform people.
Siyane started exploring different
avenues of growth since 2016 is the year
the club became the ‘Platinum Club’ of
District 82. Some of us who were there
still recall those great memories with
glittering eyes.

SIYANE SPEAKS

Since then, Siyane has become a ‘case
study’ to many who would like to get
influenced by the best.

Siyane keeps continuing the legacy with
a strong presence in the fraternity. |

observe and enjoy the novelty the
young members are bringing into the
club while serving the fraternity at every
possible opportunity.

Half of the year is over, and it is the ideal
time to look back, refresh and get going.
It is no secret that these are trying times
like never before and it is time to put all
the skills and the positive attitude we
have gained from Toastmasters into
practice, in and out of the fraternity.

Let us stay enriched, encouraged, and
embrace the opportunities that
circumstances throw in our way. The
learning and growth you achieve at the
end of the experience is priceless and
no one can take it away from you.

Long Live Siyane !!

Thank you,

Ruwan Jayasooriya, DTM
Division Director
Division F, District 82 - 2022/2023
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TOGETHER WE - 13™ INSTALLATION CEREMONY

One fine day our President, TM Chandima
Gayan, asked me whether | would like to be the
Installation Chair of the 13th installation of our
club, Siyane Toastmasters. He added that | just
had to deliver a welcome speech. Why should |
say no if | only had to do a welcome speech?
So, | said yes.

Do you really think it was only the welcome
speech? Eventually, | realised that the
Welcome Speech was the simplest thing to be
done as an Installation Chair. Installation is one
of the most glamorous events of Siyane
Toastmasters, usually with a large gathering.
So | knew that | had just said yes to a
tremendous responsibility.

Together with our newly elected executive
committee, we came up with the theme
“TOGETHER WE".
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We selected Nature Gardens Hotel at Yakkala to have this precious night of Siyane Toastmasters. It
was a houseful event with over 70 Toastmasters and guests. Most of the senior officials of the
Toastmasters fraternity in Sri Lanka joined us to witness the glamour of the function led by DTM Nisal
Weerakoon- District 82 Director, DTM Mahinda Karunakara - Programme Quality Director and DTM
Ganga Fernando- Club Growth Director.

DTM Zameen M Saleem was the keynote speaker who delivered an inspiring speech. The event was
enriched with three entertainment items, and it was great to witness a ballroom dance on the floor.
Also a team of singers entertained the crowd and not only that another team of dancers were able to
hype up the Installation Ceremony with their talents.

The Awards ceremony was attractive to everyone, as always, and TM Sanduni Eriyagama was
crowned as the outstanding toastmaster of the year.
Yes, | delivered the Welcome speech, but up to that moment, | could learn so much more and add a
whole lot of experiences to my Toastmasters journey.

TM Gamunu Jayasundara
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